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Seeking Testing Facilities, 
Officials from Central Reserve 
Police Force visits FDDI’s ITC, 

NOIDA 
Seeking testing facilities, two senior 
officials from the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF), Head Quarter namely, 
Mr. D. N. Lal, DIG and Mr. R. K. Jha, 
2IC visited the International Testing 
Centre (ITC) of Footwear Design & 
Development Institute (FDDI), NOIDA 
on 13th April, 2021. 

FDDI’s ITC working as one-window 
services provider for standardization 
and quality control is offering 
comprehensive testing solutions for 
leather products, footwear, footwear 
components, textile products & 
miscellaneous articles made up of 
plastics.

The officials were very much impressed 
to see the excellent services provided 
by the ITC to the industry in testing 
the materials and products, export 
inspection, reverse engineering and 
quality certification. 

FDDI’s ITC which is offering testing 
facilities in the area of testing of 
raw-materials/components and 
of finished products as per the 
relevant standard specifications is of 
immense help to the manufacturers 
and exporters in improving quality of 
their products.

FDDI, through its ITC is playing an 
important role in the development of 
the sector by ensuring the quality, 
safety and reliability of the products 
and services compatible with 
international standards. 

Webinar on ‘Career Prospects 
in Visual Merchandising’ held 
at FDDI, Chandigarh (Banur) 

campus 
A webinar on ‘Career Prospects in 
Visual Merchandising’ was conducted 
at Footwear Design & Development 
Institute (FDDI), Chandigarh (Banur) 
campus on 14th April 2021.

The webinar was organized by School 
of Retail and Fashion Merchandising 
of FDDI, which provided useful insight 

Officials from the CRPF, Head Quarter watching 
the testing facility at FDDI’s ITC



Mr. Anshuman briefed that the key 
task of a Visual Merchandiser is 
designing in-store displays that will 
catch the shopper’s eye and increase 
sales. 

He explained the various practical 
concepts & aspects of Visual 
Merchandising from industry point 
of view viz. window display and 
its different types, importance of 
mannequins, fixtures, props, lighting, 
background, colour and creativity in 
visual merchandising. 

The presentation made by Mr. 
Anshuman helped the participants to 
get an idea of the skills and knowledge 
one needs to succeed in this area.

This virtual interaction session 
was attended by approximately 50 

into the world of visual merchandising 
and made the students & the faculty 
members understand the challenges of 
running a profitable and sustainable 
retail store.

Mr. Anshuman Srivastava, Area Visual 
Merchandiser, Puma Ltd., who is also 
an alumnus of FDDI was the resource 
person for the session. 

Mr. Anshuman Srivastava, Area Visual 
Merchandiser, Puma Ltd., resource 

person of the webinar

Screen shot of the webinar

Presentation made by Mr. Anshuman explaining 
about key skills required



Other States, including Maharashtra, 
on the other hand, have not 
implemented any such restriction, he 
said.

“There shall be no restriction on inter-
State and intra-State movement/ 
transportation of essential goods,” 
the circular issued by the Delhi 
government said.

Amazon, in a statement, said: “We 
request the Delhi government to 
allow delivery and inter / intra State 
movement of all products to enable 
people to maintain social distancing 
norms. E-commerce is the safest 
way to serve consumers’ needs while 
supporting livelihoods of lakhs of 
small & medium businesses including 
the local shops.”

An executive with another e-commerce 
company said night curfews will 
delay deliveries. “A lot of the activities 
involved in ensuring faster deliveries 
like sorting, packaging and movement 
of goods are done at night,” the official 
said.

Companies also emphasized that 
local authorities were rather quick 
to impose restrictions, leaving 
them with inadequate time to fulfil 
deliveries of non-essential products. 
“Many products are stuck in transit. 
Firms will eventually have to cancel a 
spate of orders and warehouses will 
get choked,” the first executive said.

participants including students & 
faculty members.

E-commerce firms brace for 
operational challenges 

With more States imposing 
mini-lockdowns and tightening 
restrictions to tackle the surge in 
coronavirus infections, e-commerce 
companies are again bracing for 
operational restrictions. Although 
they are better equipped to deal with 
the crisis this year than the last, a 
varying set of regulations mandated 
by individual States have made the 
task arduous.

Delhi, which announced a six-day 
lockdown on Monday, for instance, 
has not allowed inter-State 
movement of non-essential goods, 
an executive with a top e-commerce 
firm said. “That is the interpretation 
from the notification,” he told 
FE. This essentially will hinder 
shipments to other parts of the 
country given that a considerable 
number of delivery trucks pass 
through the capital.

“The borders will be choked and 
the situation will be too chaotic. It 
will not be possible for the police 
deployed on the ground to check 
each and every vehicle and figure 
out which one is carrying essential 
products and which one is not,” the 
executive said.



Small businesses, which sell a 
significant share of these products, 
will be impacted due to the 
cancellations.

Mr. Vinod Kumar, president of the 
India SME Forum, said, “The State 
governments need to at least allow 
the e-commerce industry to cater to 
the people for all products and non-
essentials. That is the only way to 
safeguard the interests of micro and 
small sellers as well as consumers.”

Industry executives are of the view 
that the demarcation of essentials 
and non-essentials is completely 
subjective. “For a person in 
quarantine, a product like a bed 
sheet is essential; for employees 
working from home, a laptop is 
essential,” said the second executive 
quoted above.

Although a representation to 
the Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 
has been made on the matter, 
companies are not very hopeful given 
that the issue is a State subject.

“At a time when eComm can ensure 
safe delivery of all type of goods with 
testing protocols being followed by 
delivery fleets, it is critical that we 
don’t see a domino effect like last 
year of States restricting categories 
of goods that consumers can buy 
online,” Mr. Kunal Bahl, co-founder 
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& CEO of Snapdeal, had said in a 
tweet last week.

Some companies are also not ruling 
out a labour crunch in the coming 
days; many workers will want to 
return to their home States to avoid a 
rerun of last year’s crisis. “… whenever 
there is an uptick in Covid-19 cases 
in a given city, we tend to notice 
that some delivery partners would 
log off as they intend to go back to 
their hometowns,” Grofers said in a 
blog. The e-grocer is already hiring 
additional warehouse and delivery 
staff to cater to the surge in demand. 
It has also opened daily slots on its 
app so as to service more orders.

(Source: Financial Express)


